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Abstract
In the given article, an effort was made to elaborate Orientalism with
its past and present spectrum. For this, renowned Orientalists and
their work is briefly discussed; particularly foci on British, French
and German orientalism and their endeavours. Some important of
them, like William Jones, Louis Massignon and DR. Annemarie
Schimmel were discussed, explicitly. This very discourse applied for
multiple, good or vested interests; as from Biblical search to State
expansionism or colonization it was envisaged and different
opinions are in vogue to grab attention of Scholars-cum-readers. We
chose reliable sources to have a good conclusion. This case study is
very much attached with Urdu language and literature.
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“The term ‘ORIENT’ has been used in western culture discourses
to designate the area east of the Mediterranean, including the near

East, Middle East, and Central and South Asia."(*)
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“Anyone who teaches, writes about, or researches the Orient—and

this applies whether the person is an anthropologist, sociologist,

historian, or philologist—either in its specific or its general aspects,

is an Orientalist, and what he or she does is Orientalism.”
(D)l LISEIST
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“From the End of the seventh century until the battle of Lepanto in

1571, Islam is its Arab, Ottoman, or North African and Spanish

form dominated or effectively threatened European Christianity.
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That Islam outstripped and outshone Rome cannot have been

absent from the mind of any European past and presen.”
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“Aeschylus portrays the sense of disaster overcoming the Persians

when they learn that

Their armies, led by King Xerxes, have been destroyed by the

Greeks. The chorus sings

The following ode:

Now all Asia's land Moans in emptiness. Xerxes led
forth, oh oh! Xerxes destroyed, woe woe!

. . 2»
Xerxes' plans have all miscarried.
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“the Middle East does not attract scholarly attention because of its
intrinsic weaknesses— we have an almost exact duplication of a
canonical Orientalist opinion that the Semites never produced a
great culture and that, as Renan frequently said, the Semitic world

. . . . »
was too impoverished ever to attract universal attention.
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“But the Crusades had a chastening influence on Christendom.
Instead of attempting to regain former Christian territory by force
of arms, instead of fighting the ‘Saracen’, a new approach had
gradually been gaining recognition. Thus Francis of Assisi sought,

through missionary persuasion, to evangelize the ‘infidels’, and
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Raymond Lull, with similar motives in mind, was instrumental in
the introduction of the teaching of Arabic in Christian institutions
of higher learning. But the aim was still largely destructive, hostile:
to know more about Islam so as to be better equipped to expose its
‘defects’. Indeed, Peter the Venerable, who encouraged the first
Latin translation of the Quran, was himself the author of a

vehement polemic against Islam.”
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“In the Christian West, Orientalism considered to have
commenced its formal existence with a decision of the Church
Council of Vienne in 1312 to establish a series of chairs in
“Arabic, Greek, Hebrew, and Syriac at Paris, Oxford, Bologna,

Avignon, and Salamanca.”
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“During the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, the Orientalists
became a more serious quantity, because by then the reaches of
imaginative and actual geography had shrunk, because the Oriental
—Buropean relationship was determined by an unstoppable
European expansion in search of Markets, resources, and colonies,
and finally, because Orientalism had accomplished its self-
metamorphosis from a scholarly discourse to an imperial

. . . »
1nstitution.

“Finally, with twentieth —century nationalist movements of
decolonization, orientalism acquired a third meaning when some
nationalist activists and scholars argued that scholarly discipline of
Orientalism could not be understood apart of its production,

namely, western imperialism.”(1A)
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“Sanskrit, Indian religion, and Indian History did not acquire the
status of scientific knowledge until after Sir William Jones’s
efforts in the late eighteenth century, and even Jones’s interest in

India came to him by way of his prior interest in and knowledge of

Islam.”(¥1)
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“No other orientalists, Pauthier later affirmed, had so broad a range
of knowledge at his disposal as Jones did. Jones himself
acknowledged that he had a thorough knowledge of thirteen of the
twenty—-eight languages he had studied. His open-hearted nature
and his curiosity, his penetrating intuition, his ardor, and his grace
can all be read in his features, preserved, fortunately, in the portrait
by Joshua Reynolds and reproduced in engravings as early as 1779
and 1782. It seems fitting that his name should be given to a

formerly mythical tree: Jonesia Asoka”
AT B IR P e b e e 28 T E 2 g 52
(el et TS

“Jones wanted to administer justice in Calcutta and from Pondi
cherry to Bombay, he was able to accomplish what Anquetil had

first set out to achieve.”

“The decisive period in Indic studies began with the arrival of
English civil servants in Calcutta around 1780, who supported by
the governor, Warren Hastings, began an extraordinary
undertaking. Learning does not undermine its own course alone,
and the initial intention, conversion, yielded to or was intermingled
with another intention, conquest. The aim in this period was no

longer to clear a path of knowledge but for administration.”(*")
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“By and large, until the mid-eighteenth centuries Orientalists were
biblical scholars, students of Semitic languages, Islamic
specialists, or, because the Jesuits had opened up the new study of
China, Sinologists.....by the middle of the nineteenth century
Orientalism was as vast a treasure—house of learning as one could
imagine.”

“In the nineteenth century orientalists representations of
supposedly exotic cultures became commonplace themes in art,
literature and music. Many leading artists (and many not so
leading ones), including Mozart, Flaubert, and Delacroix (to
mention but three), made extensive use of Orientalist settings,

motifs, and tropes in their work. (1)
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“The official intellectual genealogy of Orientalism would certainly
include Gobineau, Renan, Humboldt, Steinthal, Burnouf, Remusat,
Palmer, Weil, Dozy, Muir, to mention a few famous names almost
at random from nineteenth century. It would also include the
diffusive capacity of learned societies: the Societe asiatique,
founded in 1822; ........the American Oriental Society, founded in

1842; and so on.”
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“Linguists and explorers like Jones and Anquetil were contributors
to modern orientalism, certainly, but what distinguishes modern
Orientalism as a field, a group of ideas,a discourse, is the work of
later generation than theirs. If we use the Napoleonic modern
Orientalism, we can consider its inaugural heroes—in Islamic
studies, Sacy and Renan and Lane to be builders of the field,

creators of a tradition, progenitors of the Orientalist brotherhood.”
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“His heroism as a scholar was to have dealt successfully with

insurmountable difficulties; he acquired the means to present a

field to his students where there was none. He made the books, the

precepts, the examples..... The result was the production of

material about the Orient, methods for studying it, and exempla that

even Orientals did not have.”
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“It became clear that institutions and governments were better at
the game of management than individuals....... What accompanies
the shift is a change in the attitude as well of the individual
Orientalists, who need no longer see himself-as Lane, Sacy, Renan,
Caussin, Muller, and others did-as belonging to a sort of guild
community with its own internal traditions and rituals. Now the
Orientalists have become the representative man of his Western

»
culture.....
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“Therefore, in the best Orientalist work done during the interwar
period-represented in the impressive careers of Massignon and
Gibb himself- we will find elements in common with the best

humanistic scholarship of the period.”
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“Massignon was a tireless fighter on behalf of Muslim civilization
and, as his numerous essays and letters after 1948 testify, in
support of Palestinian refugees, in defense of Arab Mumslim and

Christian rights in Palestine against Zionism..”
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“Immediately after World War II, then, the Orient became, not a

broad catholic issue as it had been for centuries in Europe, but an

administrative one, a matter of policy. Enter the social scientist and
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the new expert, on whose somewhat narrower shoulders was to fall
the mantle of orientalism. In their turn, as we shall see, they made
such changes in it that it became scarcely recognizable. In any
event, the Orientalists took over the attitude of cultural hostility

and kept them.”
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“The accuser in this trial, needless to say, is now the East itself,
which from a passive object of history and study has revived as a
subject, which seeks with profound travail its own soul and does
not recognize it in its past or present in the mirror of European
orientalistic investigation. Nor does it recognize the accuracy of
the vision nor the honesty of the statements of this European and
Western science, which for three centuries has been concerned
with it. It tends precipitately to make of European orientalism a

. . . . »
scapegoat for its own problems, anxieties and pains.
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“With Herder and Friedrich Schlegel, a kind of orientalist
primitivism came into vogue; but this only survived by dint of
being taken up into the new disciplines of Sanskrit philology and
Semitic literature. Institutions fix norms and career paths, and the
appointment of Sanskrit philolo- gists A. W. Schlegel and Franz
Bopp at the universities of Bonn and Berlin in 1818 and 1821 seta
lasting pattern. While English, French, and Dutch orientalists of
this generation made the Orient a career by going there, as officials
or travelers, German orientalists in this period made the Orient a
career by becoming academics, and especially by becoming
scholars of Sanskrit, Sumerian, and other safely dead orien- tal

languages.”
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"We are Orientals [Morgenldnder], and not westerners

[Abendldnder]."
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“Benjamin Schultze was almost forgotten by the scholars of Urdu;
it was high time to revive his memory as the first successful writer
on Urdu grammar. Schultze’ pioneer work was finally published in
its English text with an Urdu translation and copious notes in 1977
by the Board of Advancement of Literature, Lahore: A Grammar of
Hindoostani Language, by Benjamino Schulzino, edited and

translated by Dr. Abu Lais Siddiqi.”
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“In the field of Urdu studies, Sprenger’s catalogue of Oudh library
is a masterpiece. Its importance is all the greater since barely any
of the manuscripts survived the catastrophes of 1857, so that for
quite a number of works his notes are the only available source. On
pages 195-306, Sprenger gives an account of 1512 poets who
wrote in Rekhta of Urdu, and his biographical account was
considered so important by the historians of Urdu literature that it

was translated into Udru by Maulana Tufail Ahmad in 1932 and
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published in 1943 in Allahabad by the Hindustani Academy as
Yadgar-i-Shu’ ara”.

“Among the nearly 2000 precious manuscripts which Sprenger
sold to the Berlin Staatsbibliothek, there were 96 Hindustani
manuscripts. It seems that greater part of them was lost during the
war or the partition of Germany; the number of the Sprenger Urdu
works in the Staasbibliothek Stiftung Preussischer Kulturbesitz in
West Birlin in now 35, out of a total of 54 known Urdu manuscripts

in all Western German libraries..”.("A)
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“A young orientalist who had just joined the German Foreign

Service. Born on August 30, 1856 in Leipzig, he was the son of

contributed an article entitled Die Literaturgeschichte des Urdu to
amanual of history of Literature..Rosen begins his thesis by giving

the reason for his choice of this topics: The modern Hindustani
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theatre, particularly drama in the Urdu language, is a field on which

. . »
no European investigator has ever set foot .
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“Who was this man whose name is most important among German
Philologists in the field of Pakistani linguistics, and who has been
called with full right by his successor on the chair in Munich
University, Friedrich Homme, “ the true founder of neo-Indian
philology”...His accuracy and great talent for grammatical
problems attracted the attention of the church mission society. This
institution asked him to go to India for an intense study of modern
languages and to compose their grammars and dictionaries for use
by future missionaries...In the summer of 1854, Trump left for
India”.
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“During World War II the interest in Hindustani grew in Germany
for political reasons, and the study of this language was practiced
in some special military units. It was utterly bad luck that the first
larger German grammar of Urdu was published at a time when next
to nobody took notice of this new venture: O. Speis— E. Bannerth,
Lehrbuch der Hindustani-Sprache, appeared in Leipzig 1945, at
the very end of World War II. This is one reason why this grammar

. »
is almost unknown .
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